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4 Trumpets 
1 Horn in F 
4 Trombones 
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1 Drum K it 

1 Percuss ion  
 

Percussion section requires: Glock, Timps and Xylophone 
 

Alternative transposed parts for Eb Soprano Cornet, Eb Tenor Horn, Bb Trombone, Euphonium or Baritone in Treble Clef 
and Eb & Bb Bass in Treble Clef are automatically included in both hard copy and download formats. 

 

If you require additionally transposed parts, please drop me an email at info@superbrass.co.uk 
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Billy May 

William E May was born in 1916 in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. He was an American composer, arranger 
and trumpet player. He composed for film and television and wrote arrangements for many of the top 

singers of the swing era. While working as a staff arranger for the NBC network and then later 
working for Capitol Records, May wrote and arranged for artists such as Frank Sinatra, Nat King 

Cole, Bobby Darin, Bing Crosby, Ella Fitzgerald and Rosemary Clooney. During the 1940's big band era 
he worked and recorded with both the Charlie Barnet Orchestra and Glenn Miller and his orchestra. 

From his early musical beginnings playing the tuba in his school band he was intrigued with 
orchestration and arranging. May's writing often featured brisk tempos and intricate brass line’s, a 
distinctive feature of his style was his frequent use of the various trumpet mutes and slurping 

saxes. With Nelson Riddle he was involved in scoring the film scores for Green Hornet, Batman and 
the Rat-Pack romp Sergeants 3. Solving the Riddle was written for his cult brass and rhythm album 

Big Fat Brass. His biggest hit as a composer was the children's song "I Tawt I Taw A Puddy Tat", 
which he recorded with Mel Blancin 1950. 

 
Superbrass Music 

Since the start of Superbrass in early 2005, I have strived to commission new original compositions 
and arrangements for brass and percussion. 

Superbrass Music is committed to developing accessible new music for brass of the very highest 
quality. 

Illegal photocopying denies composers and publishers of their rightful revenue. 
A lack of revenue deters publishers from investing in new commissions. 

ALL MUSICIANS suffer the consequences of illegal photocopying. 
The future is in your hands. 

Now that you have the facts, you can help the future of the creative music world. 
 

If you do happen upon any errors please let me know by contacting me personally at 
info@superbrass.co.uk 

Roger Argente / Artistic Director 
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

Score in C

 
Harmon 

3 3

Composed by Billy May and David Cavanaugh
Arranged by Jock McKenzie

Edited by Roger Argente

Solving the Riddle
Superbrass Music

  
Harmon 

3 3

  
Harmon 

3 3

  
Harmon 

3 3

    






 

  

    


swing beat, ad lib

  

  
Glockenspiel



  
3 3

  
3 3

  
3 3

  
3 3

    






 

  

    

    

  
To Timp.



               

               

               

               

             


              
              

                

       

  

                  

                  

                  

                  

  


   


    


              
              

                 

  
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ff
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ff

ff

ff

ff

ff mf

ff mf

ff

ff

 

 

 

 

    


















  


    

   

    


Open 

 


Open 

 


Open 

 


Open 

 

  



 


  


  



  

  

   
Timpani To Glock.



             
 

             
 

             
 

             
 

    


    

    
     

          

                 

       

        
 

        
 

          

          

          
     

    

          

          

          
 

        
 



        

      


 

 
 

 

 
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mf

mf

mf

mf

Tpt 1
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Hrn
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21

  
Harmon 


3 3 3

  
Harmon 


3 3 3

  
Harmon 


3 3 3

  
Harmon 


3 3 3

  
Tacet ? / Mute 


3 3 3







 
  



  
    

   
3 3 3

   
3 3 3

   
3 3 3

   
3 3 3

   
3 3 3







 
  



    
    

             

             

             

             

             
             


              
              

               


      

      
      

     
         

        

             

             

             

             

             
  


   


    


              
              

               


      

             
     

 
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mf
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29

f

p

p

p

p

f

 

 

 

 

    


















  


    

   
   

Glockenspiel To Xyl.




Open 

   


Open 

   


Open 

   


Open 

   

  
Solo 






    

 

  
Solo Xylophone 

             
 

             
 

             
 

             
 

    


    

    
     

          

                   

       

  

                    
  


 

 
   

      
                  
                 

 

                

               

                    

 
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



































Tpt 1

Tpt 2

Tpt 3

Tpt 4

Hrn

Tbn 1

Tbn 2

Tbn 3

B Tbn

Tuba

Drms

Perc

f legato

C33

f legato

f legato

f legato

f legato

f

f

f

f

f

f

Tpt 1

Tpt 2

Tpt 3

Tpt 4

Hrn

Tbn 1

Tbn 2

Tbn 3

B Tbn

Tuba

Drms

Perc

37

mf

mf

mf


3 3


3 3


3 3


3 3

 3 3











   


To Glock.

  

 
3

 
3

 
3

 
3

 3

 
 
 



   

   
Glockenspiel

                                             

                                             

                   
                     

     

                   



                    



    

    
 



                    



    




  


  





  


  





  


  


               




  


  


 

   

 

  

                                  

                                  

                  


               

 

                  



              





                  


 
              






   
   


    

  
 



   
   


    

  
 



   
   


    

  
 



   
   

           

  



  




  


 

 

  


   

         


  

 
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

































Tpt 1

Tpt 2

Tpt 3

Tpt 4

Hrn

Tbn 1

Tbn 2

Tbn 3

B Tbn

Tuba

Drms

Perc

ff

41

ff

ff

ff

ff

ff

ff

ff

ff

ff

ff

ff

Tpt 1

Tpt 2

Tpt 3

Tpt 4

Hrn

Tbn 1

Tbn 2

Tbn 3

B Tbn

Tuba

Drms

Perc

45


Open 


Open 


Open 


Open 













   



















    



                   

                   






   


   


  


            






 

  

   


  


 

  
    

  
   



 


 


  


   


  


 


  


 




  


   


  


 


 

            
     


                   
                   



 


 

 








 


 

 











 

  







 


 

  







 


 

 



 









 
 







 
 




 









 
 

 

     


  

           

            
     


            

     


                   
                   



 




  


   


  


 


  


 

   

   


  

  
  


 

  


  


 


 


  
     


  


  

   


                   


 


 



 



 


  



 

 

 



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